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NEWS RELEASE
 
Delaware Department of Transportation 
Office of External Affairs 
P.O. Box 778; Dover, DE 19903 
1-800-652-5600 or (302) 760-2080 
www.deldot.net 
September 20, 1999 For Immediate 
Release 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL DISCOVERY
 
OF LOG CABIN AT TWEEDS TAVERN SITE
 

Tweeds Tavern Archaeological and Log Cabin Site 

Hockession - Tbe Delaware Dep3rtment of Transportation announces a significant archaeolotiPcal 
discovery of a 1700's era log cabin within the fonne.- Gutherie-Giacomelli House. 1be log cabin 'W8S 

discovered as part of the Route 7 dualization project and the Valley RoadIRoute 7 intersection improvemenm 
that have recently started in the Hockession area. 

Known locally as the "Tweeds Tavern", the site is located at the north west comer of the intersection of 
Valley Road and State Route 7/Limestone Road. The site was recenlly discovered when DeIDOT was granted 
access and ownership to the property for evaluation prior to the road improvement project. 

An archaeological consulting firm. Hunter Research, Inc. of Trenton NJ. was hired to verify the 
presence of the log cabin as 'Well 3$ exterior subsurface archaeology needs. Interior walls and plaster within 
the center portion of the house were seledively removed. Discovered within the horse hair and plaster walls 
were supporting posts and beams of a log cabin. From what can be determine~ the log cabin is a two story 
structure with a rubble stone cellar area, that was built around 1790. As it stands relatively intact, further 
archaeological work and recordation of the log cabin structure and surrounding area is ongoing. 

In addition, as part of DeIDOT's federal regulations under hist<lric: preservation 3Ild transportation 
funding requirements, the Department is investigating the structural viability of the historic structure. A 
structural engineering analysis will be undertaken to determine if1he strudure can be moved, and at what cost. 
TIle current transportation improvements planned for the area require that the log cabin be moved, removed. or 
relocated, as a whole or in pieces to a nearby location. Sections or pieces could also be salV38e~ sold, 
auctioned, or donated. 

As part of this project's archaeological outreach, DelDOT welcomes the public to visit the site and take 
a guided look at the Tweeds Tavern. Archaeologists and architectural historians have prepared 3lld secured the 
site so that the public may Slop by. ask questions. and learn about the early part of northern Delaware's history. 

An open house will be held for the public on October 2,1999, from 8 am to 5pm. 



September 27, 1999 

John H. Schields, Jr. 
MacDermid Imaging Tech 
I Norman Drive 
Wilmington, DE 19808 

Re: Tweed's Tavern, 520 Valley Road, Hockessin (Intersection of Route 7 and Valley Road) 

Dear Mr. Schields: 

I am writing to you in your capacity as a member of the Newcastle County Review Board to 
invite you to visit the combined archaeological and architectural investigations we have been 
undertaking on the Tavern Site. You will recall that this has heen the subject of discussion at 
the Review Board on a number of occasions. 

Hunter Research Inc. is carrying out the investigations on behalf of the Delaware Department 
of Transportation with a view to estahlishing in what manner the log building may be 
preserved. We have undertaken extensive documentation and exposure of the log building and 
associated archaeological deposits in the last few weeks. 

On Saturday October 2"d we are holding an Open Day at the site so that the public can visit 
and see the results. This would be a good opportunity for you to inspect the work, but if 
another time would he more convenient please contact me so that we can make arrangements. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ian Burrow 
Vice President 

Kevin Cunningham Del DOT Planning
 
Richard Hunter
 

cc 
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DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL
 
INVESTIGATIONS AT TWEED'S TAVERN, ROUTE 7 AND
 

VALLEY ROAD, NEWCASTLE COUNTY, DELAWARE
 

INFORMATION SHEET #1 

What's Going On Here? 
A team of archaeologists and architectural historians are exploring a recently- discovered log 
building of about 1800. This log building is "hidden" inside the house you see standing today, 
which is called the Gutherie Giacomelli House. The log building was probably built as a tavern 
to serve travelers making their way from Pennsylvania towards the Delaware River and 
Wilmington. This is such a historically important building that the Delaware Department of 
Tr~sportation is exploring the possibility of moving the building to another more permanent 
sit~. 

At the same time as the work on the building, archaeologists are excavating the foundations of 
one of the nOW-demolished outbuildings which may be associated with the historic tavern. 
Initial archaeological work a few months ago found a lot of kitchenware (redware pottery) in 
this area, and we have reason to think that there was probably a separate kitchen on the 
property this might be it. We hope to find out what the building was, and to locate artifacts 
and other information which will throw more light on the lives of the people who owned, 
operated and used the tavern almost 200 years ago. 

How is the Work Being Done? 
Inside the building, the team is removing more of the modern interior wall covering to expose 
as much of the log structure as possible. The exposed timbers will be photographed and 
drawn to provide a permanent record of the building. At the same time, structural engineers 
and architects will be assessing the feasibility of moving the log building in one piece to 
another location to preserve it. 

The archaeological work outside involves the careful removal of each layer of soil in and 
around the remains of the building. We are excavating an area of about 250 square feet. 
Most of the work is done with trowels, so that the subtle differences in the soils can be more 
easily seen, and small artifacts identified. Just like inside the log building, a lot of time is spent 
in making a record of what is found. 

What's Next? 
•	 Check here for information sheet updates 
•	 Come to our Open Day on Saturday October 2nd 

, when we will have guided tours and 
family activities. 

•	 For more information call Ian Burrow at Hunter Research, Inc. 609-695-0122 or Kevin 
Cunningham at the Delaware Department of Transportation 302-760-2125 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'S LOG TAVERN 
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HUNTER RESEARCH, INC. 

Plate A.I. Visitors lined up for open day (Photographer: Vivian Braubitz, October 
1999)[HRI Neg. # 99037/19:29) 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'S LOG TAVERN 

Plate A.2. Screening at open day (Photographer: Vivian Braubitz, October 1999)[HRI 
Neg. #99037/19:33]. 
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HUNTER RESEARCH, INC. 

Plate A.3. Children's activities table at Open Day (Photographer: Vivian Braubitz, 
October I999)[HRI Neg. #99037/19:31]. 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'S lOG TAVERN 

Plate AA. Artifact display at Open Day (Photographer: 
Vivian Braubitz, October 1999)[HRI Neg. #99037/19:35]. 
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Ian Burrow 

I I. 
From: <Ianbhomecmao ~ >
 
To: <burrow@hunterresearch.com>
 
Cc: <rwhuntercmcastle.net>; <eheite@dmv.com>
 
Sent: Sunday, October 03, 1999 4:55 PM
 
Subject: Open Day at Tweeds Tavern, October 2nd 1999
 

To Kevin Cunningham and Mike Hahn, DelDOT 

I wanted to report tQ'Y.ou that the Open Day at Tweed's Tavern on Saturday was 
a success well beyond our expectations. We estimate that at least 500 people 
visited the site. The first visitors arrived before 10 am and there was still 
a IOAgJine,of people waiting to get into the tavern at 4 p.m. 

Excellent coverage in the Home Journal and on Channel 6 Action News at 5:30 
on Friday obviously had a major effect in getting the word out, and the 
DelDOT press release did its job well. 

Visitors came in alongside the excavations at the rear of the house and were 
introduced to the archaeological aspects of the project there. Children were 
encouraged to help screen for artifacts in the soils from the early 19th 
century trash deposit which was under excavation. This was very popular! 

Inside the tavern handouts on the project were available (until we ran out of 
them in the mid-afternoon). Artifacts were on display, together with some of 
our archaeological graphics. Hard-hatted groups of 12-15 people were taken 
through the tavern by Damon Tvarayanas and myself, and this actually resulted 
in some new observations which will be helpful in the analysis. 

We had many takers among the younger children for building with Lincoln Logs, 
mending ceramics and drawing and coloring activities. All our cookies and 
sodas were consumed. 

We were also really pleased to meet several members of the Neiffer and 
Giacomelli families who lived in the house from the 1930's to the late 
1980's: Elmer and Jackie Neiffer, who moved in to the house in about 1935, 
gave us lots of information about the building and the property before World 
War II. Their daughter Joan showed us interior and exterior photographs from 
the 1930's-1950's, and is going to scan these and send them to us. Elmer and 
Jackie's neice Norma Giacomelli also gave us a lot of information. 

We also met a local artist, Kathy Ruck, who wants to do a reconstruction view 
of the tavern, and Anne Copley, who lives in a NR log house on Yeatman Mill 
Road in Newark. We also learned of an Amish group based in Elizabethtown Pa 
who specialize in dismantling and re-erecting timber buildings. 

Professional visitors included Wade Catts, Barb Silber (McCormick Taylor) and 
John (and Debbie) Martin (Gannett Fleming). 

1130/2001 



THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'S LOG TAVERN 

Plate A.5. Exterior view of Tweed's Tavern looking east (Photographer: Susan 
Ferenbach, January 2000)[HRI Neg. #99037/40:15). 
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DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL
 
INVESTIGATIONS AT TWEED'S TAVERN, ROUTE 7 AND
 

VALLEY ROAD, NEWCASTLE COUNTY, DELAWARE
 

INFORMATION SHEET #2 

What's Going On Here? 
This is the second information sheet on this ongoing project. A team of archaeologists, 
architectural historians, architects and engineers are exploring a recently-discovered old log 
building believed to be approximately 200 years old. Enveloped within more modern additions, 
the house, historically known as Tweed's Tavern, was probably constructed in the years 
around 1800. Throughout much of the 19th century, the tavern served travelers (probably 
chiefly drovers) making their way along the well-traveled Limestone Road from Pennsylvania 
towards the Delaware River and Wilmington. This is such a historically important building that 
the Delaware Department of Transportation is exploring the possibility of moving the building to 
another site. 

Something About Log Buildings 

There was a strong tradition of log building in Colonial and early 19th-century America. The 
"log cabin" summons up ideas of early pioneers making homesteads in the wilderness, and of 
course frontiersman Abraham Lincoln was born and raised in log cabins Kentucky and Illinois. 

The tradition of log building appears to have been brought into the Middle Colonies of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Delaware by immigrants from the Germanic parts of 
Europe (what are now Germany and the Scandinavian countries). It was a different tradition 
from that brought by English settlers, who built houses using open frameworks of hewn 
timbers. 

The log building tradition was, however, very useful in the New World, where timber was 
plentiful and log building was a simpler and quicker way to make a comfortable house. So it 
was soon adopted by people not of Germanic heritage. 

Architectural historians make a distinction between log cabins and log houses. In log cabins 
the timbers are left round and jointed at the corner by "saddle" notches. Log houses are made 
of square-hewn timbers which are carefully jointed together at the corners with a range of joint 
types. These are shown on the illustration. Tweed's Tavern is a log house, with v-notched 
corner joints. 

As you go around the building you will see how the timbers have been squared and the corner 
joints made. Gaps between the horizontal timbers are filled with "chinking" or stones and 
mortar. 



Within the building, much of the modern interior finish has been removed to expose large 
sections of each of the original log walls. This work has revealed the locations of the original 
door and window locations and has shown that it is likely that the height of the bUilding has 
been i'1creased from a one and a half-story structure to a full two-story building. Architects 
are preparing accurate floor plans of the tavern showing the location of significant early 
building components. The building is also being throughly photographed, utilizing a large 
format camera in order to provide a permanent record of the structure, Structural engineers 
are currently in the process of assessing the feasibility of either moving the building intact or 
dissembling the historic components of the tavern and reconstructing them at another location, 

Archaeology Update 

Simultaneously with the work on the interior of the building, archaeologists are investigating 
remains initially thought to be the foundations of one of several now-demolished outbuildings. 
These stone remains have now been further exposed and much to our surprise they turned out 
to be part of a complex stone drainage system. The drain probably originates from the rear of 
the room attached to the west side of the tavern, and seems to have originally been built in 
about 1850 primarily to carry water from a nearby spring which would naturally have drained 
towards the tavern. The drain runs perpendicular to the building draining into a natural basin 
about 25 feet across, close to the head of an un-named stream immediately west of the 
tavern. This ancient basin was frequented by Native Americans, as is shown by our discovery 
of several projectile points (arrow or spearheads) in this part of the site, 

Before the drain was constructed, this basin appears to have been used as a trash disposal 
area for the tavern, and soils from the surrounding area were probably washing into it 
continuously. Historical records do refer to this area as "Mudford" in the 19lh century, but 
whether this referred to the character of the place or is just a family name is not certain at 
present. 

At some point after the construction of the drain it was decided to seal off the basin with a thick 
deposit of clay. The drain was still needed and a new section was built, diverting water further 
to the west. Large holes for posts were dug in this area after the drain was diverted. Their 
purpose is not certain, but they may have been intended to fence off the still muddy area. 

What's Next? 
•	 We will soon be completing work both inside and outside the building and then 

decisions will be made on the future of the building. 
•	 For more information call Ian Burrow at Hunter Research, Inc. 609-695-0122 or Kevin 

Cunningham at the Delaware Department of Transportation 302-760-2:25 

J:\nu~.1Y II. :000 
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Group wants to save historic 1\veeds Tavern
 
Log structure dates 
back to 1790s 

Iy MAllY IlUlZAT IfUTCHIIlI 
5p.ciall0 The N.w. Journlll 

HOCKESSfN·- Fur more than 
200 ye""" Tweeds Tavern has sat at 
the inteT'6e-ctioD of Limestone and 
Valley roads. 
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ar~ workmf( very hard to make that. 

hap1h:.~.~~~~tI~ommittee would 
like to see the lftvern restored ttnd 
lJ~cd ii8 8 public infonnlltion and 
~Iil'lturical (':imler. AOO. .several out.
buildingill"uuld be buill that would 
resemble lhtl ~epltrnte kitchen. 
black.mith ,hed and .table that 
were pari of the lavern settlement. 
The adJed huildinp would ~rvc u 
II public retltroom lind small mu
fiE-urn thAt could hnu~~ HrtifRClA 
that hAve been uncovered lin the 
sile. They would al." like to see a 
small park :\t the cenler. 

The lo~ lavern is encaRed in a 
stucco bUilding that has had tleV
eral additiuns.. The tavern struc· 
t.ure is about 1,tXX> square feel 81?d 
ia huilt fI( local hardwood log. In 
thE" Swedish tradition of cabm con
atn..tction, Mid Slemionkn 

Rhe bas been meeting with 
Soren.'IOn and members of the RLate 
and county hifttorical preservation 

.'Wards to develop a plan to n>otore 
lhe tavern. Developer Mike Zec
..:ulu, who owned the aile of the ldv
em before ..llinR it to tha .tale De
partment of Tnn&portation, still 
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Hiemionko !:laid Zeccola 16 WlllirlJ and aalvllge the hiswricaJIy .,grufi· 1fiN: WU.I:I hi.tltoricnlly impurtunt tu
 
to Hwap his property with state cant parla. aaid Hahn. thewwn.
 
owned prol"'rly. "It's not like we want Vl huve The buildinR WH' probably /lot
 

Zeccol•• land '""uld he p"rfec~ bullt..lozeIl4 there, but we can'L delay lntendt!d to be Wled ;),8 a lavPfn,
rfJr what we nave pl::tnned." thp rood iml'roYement pro)~t," he Lake Mid. but it WIUI nol unwHlal 
Siemionko aaid. He has also ..C .aid. fur r"rmp.rl' to upun thDir nOmlJtI 
f.red to help WIth huildinR " foun· f1HADA is not 3 nonvrofit or ,md creut.e ;} place Cor travelt"D 10 
dntlun. Abe said. Ionization. Siemio". Ito !!aid. but l:H.t llnd 'tk..oep in the early lllnL

O.IDOT. which bought tha Friends could be urpn.ized under He llaid there was probably a.bUlIt.hnK anu tbe l8J1d it Bits on 88 now of ('-oneatogD. wagons un Limepart of the road,widening project, ~~I:~C~T~o~::~~~~'A~ro~:~ 
litone Road carrying J{rain fromhua to find R home for the building _ko, r.HADA meeting. Delaware 

by June 80 the road project is not r,rel!"nwoy rcpT1"'&Pnt.aLiv~ ofTer&d. PenntlylYRnia to the port in Wilm
delayed. their nonprofit organimtion 8.8 an ington. "TheM' truvelprB nl!eded a 

"It is a big, bill chal1f!ntce for Ud "umbl'Plla" for Friend&. place t.o eAt. and sleep 80 taverns 

and the t:ounLy to tIee what 'N'e can Hockeuin hitttoriDD .Ioe Lake would develop IIlflnR tho way. The 
do to getlTweeda TllVP.rnl relocated .Jr. prve n hriet history of lbe tMv t.awJm Will' pmhuhly p.xt~mrly"uc· 
without delaying the road imprtJYe ern ut thtlt mel-lting. H~ ~ai(1 vld· •:~fu) 10 th(' lH~ it. W~ tJnl! of 
rnenL I)roj~!.." "Aid npJnryr ph.,  timl'r~ in H(wk(·~i" kn ..w thf' lop; 
ner Mike HlInn. 

He .aid in addition to GlIi\DA 
wantinR to pn:aerving the lavern. 
Hock...in resident John MeGrel· 
lis ""uld also like to move it .... hia 
property on Valley Rnad .nd re
store it fur his personal use. 

Hahn is writing a marketing 
pinn for lhp. lSlvfJrn that will in
clude financial and time commit
ments Lhal would be re~uirl:'d of 

:~~~~~ tt::UdD:="~fr~ 
preference ""u1d be to ... the tav· 
ern in the hands or a KQY9nUDent 
agency. Second on ru. list would be 
n nonprofit urga..nWU.ion, (aUowed 
by H private citlUD. A 188t resort 

SIX lJ1 Hock.essln," he ~ld. 
The hiswry ,.)( tho t:Nern b'l(llo 

in 1796 when John ';row leaaed 10 
.c.... from Stepheo Foulk at what 
now i. the Valley Road;lJel. 7 inu,r· 
~tion to build 8 structure to ~rve 
fameMl brintrin" lJroduce ~nd other 
merl:handi&€" from LonC'Qster, Pa.. 
to New Ca~tlt" and Wilmington. 
Crow bUilt the two-story log house. 
wruC'.h he conwrted: into IJ tav~m. 
By 1801 Foulk oold the property to 
JIUDe8 Harvey, who sold it a year 
l.leT to JOhn Tweed. ThereoJl.er, it 
was known ... 'IWetdo Tavern. 

Ileca""" the structure ia fragile. 
it is Lmoortnnt that the lavern not 
be mllYed far, Lake /laid. And since 
Hockeesin has no mU8eum. he 
""u1d like the tavem .it< to ho",", 
&Orne of the ArlifA& 

"It could be n ~rcat plaC"..e ... It 
WQuJd look nie!': :1liI VOU l'ome inlo 
the valley. It would be.l welcoming 
plnce for people.' ,aid Lake. . 

If it i~ not jJ(1I,~~ible to fltnkc 3. 

deal bet~n ZcCCU1£l Rnu the t'latH. 
there arc uther ullA"rnntive site; for 
the lavem.l'WJ.d GHADA Pr~idtmt 
K~n MurVhy. Onc:- 1J(Jl)Hibility is 
r.ountv-own~J land 1)0 Vnlley Road. 
~tw~n tht: Ht.x:kl?6elin libr.uy ilnd 
the New ra~tle ('ounly r:ummu· 
nity Polir.in~ «}mn~. 

R"'KUnJlP.S8 of whcl"\' tilt' lawrn 
16 relocated. rrumey will neeJ to he 
ruiKt..'<i t.o help fund the n.."1It,)mtllln. 
Thl' Friundll t:ommitt.et" 18 rPaO\" 1.0 
:lpply for f"",ir.n'll and ~tnw 1-,rr'.Int.... to 
1-",,\,) pay for th~ bulk vI th~ l't"MtOr:l· 

li\ln bUl \Ol"fl~ fuul1utlti'ln~ .1,\1.\ 
mL'mbt:Ct4 of UIC .:ummunit)· will Ot.. 
l.:ulleJ upon w dUJl.ttlt' mUfl"'y to the 
pfllject. 

Sorenson ~id TUl81nM: money for 
the IJ"Jjecl would bt- a nice way fur 
the HockC88in community to comt" 
...,gether. . 

But raisinK money is not the pn· 
mary r:oncern of Lake and 
Riemiunko. 

"1'hc probll:m IR ~dtinl( lhtc' 
bnd," su.id Lake. 



LOUIS L. REDDING CITY COUNTY BUILDING RICHARD L. ABBOTI, ESQ. 
800 N. French Street COUNCILMAN THIRD DISTRICT 

P.O. Box 8811Chairman - Special Services Committee 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 Member: Administration 

Office: (302) 571-7534 Emergency Services 
Fax: (302) 571-7364 Land Use 

Home: (302) 655-9550 

May 18,2000 

I ['., 

Dr. Ian Burrow 
Mr. Damon Tavaryanas 
Hunter Research, Inc. 
120 West State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608-1185 

Dear Dr. Burrow & Mr. Tavaryanas: 

I am writing to congratulate you on your award from the New Castle County Historic 
Review Board for conducting an excellent public education program on the archaeological 
investigations on the site of Tweed's Tavern in Hockessin. I know that some of my 
constituents felt very strongly about saving the Tavern, and with your help, the Tavern 
was saved and will be used for the public to enjoy for years to come. 

Thank you and again, congratulations! 

Very Truly Yours, 
!lJ {t=~Ci\ 

Richard L. Abbott 
County Councilman 
Third District 



Tweed's Tavern needs an own~_:Z'PtOday
 
I	 INo one has applied to acquire 1RTJffi1.mpmbl 

IncIIYldualI Of ~ MtI200-year-old travelers' lodge 
~ inlerNMd In 0Ml1ng 
r-r. T..-n can '*' !WtiOllB ia March :al," DeIDOT's DOT'. Michael Hahn In a.., But••u r~., hi_ric lpeci.li.t, Michllel-,- DCMUI78l).2131,Halm, oaid. None h"" been 

The l)eplUtment or 'l'rana oubmitted. 
portlltion hn. committed to Twe<.-d'o, with. loc-cabin That plan bas oe....ra1 _ 
moving the hilt.orical core. muot be m~ from th. 
1'we~d'8 Tavern in u Last--rc' curn.r or Valley Road .nd 4i~could_lhe 

Del. 7 hecall8O' it lito in the building at ito own """""...HOCKESSIN	 fir:~t:~n a~ _y of DeL 7 road ilnp",""" ..tiDWcd at 146.000. 
owner. mentl. • DelDOT could put the 

Tht! new owner. bowever, If no ODe lubmita I:lD ac buildinz on adjoinina atate
hill! only t.odo,y to apply for cept>lble application to_buy ownedland jWlt north or 
OWll"",hip of th. form.... tmv· and move Tweed·I. DelDOT where it iJ DOW, on a .ite DOt 
01.,..' I~, w1ucb datell from will woe • Iut-reaort plo.n to directly affected by th. ro&d
1796, find ... owner who can man work. . 

"The d••d1in. Cor al>pIiCll- • IlIId restore it. • The ltate miChl' offer 

r 
:1 
f Tavern: Preference is
 
a local nonprofit group I
 
FROM I'lIlQE Bl The Friendl of T-l'. TlMl1'Il, 

"t>.""nat thntpoint." Hohn 1.t81' fonnc-d !>y the Greater Hock"";n .
 
oaid, ·wc bop<.><! to move it." By law. Area Development As.oc.iation..
 
the permits allow moving or ra.z. pllShL><! to oave Tweed', and voiced.
 
inl!. Inwreot in ownership. People froIlIl
 

The hoard can delay such per· Hocke••in and Ch.lter County.
 
mitl1 up r.o nioe months on old Pa,. alo.o inquir<ld.
 
buildin~., but released Tweed'.
 (D 1796. entrepreneur John 
permit for movi"l! only, Crow built ill tw<>-clory 1011 core as
 

"1 would like to than!< th. d... a trayulcrs' IodIZe. MOlt j{uellta
 
partment for ytepping ~p to the were farmen beuli"l! produce by

plate on th~ one." board Chairman wajIOn from th. UnCll.lter, Pa.......
 
,Iohn H. Shi.ld. Jr. aaid. (ion to Wi lmington'l port.•John 

Tranlportation Secret&ry Anna T...,ed bought tbe lodge in 1802. ! 
P. Canby recently ,.id DelDOT With .tablel, a blacklmith and 
would follow ito hiOl'lll'Chy of pref. other...mcco, busin.... buotJed for 
crence~ far Ii Q13W T'we<.'d'1iI owner. most of the 18000, according to 

Fint preference IS a. local non hi..toriCAJ uC'countM. 
profit group. LA.Bl tlI(l people or
 
bu~inee.th~ that want tht:' building
 Later, Tweed '. wu ueed H8 •
 

home. ItlltOOd vacant for about 16
 
for ~~im'Otroti~iso advertised ¥C~6. About two Y6a~ ago. Del·
 
Tweed'~ tn Hhctoric PrCAorvatlon f)()T bought the lite for ito road· 

work job. mtlguzinE:, The national Hd
 
~romptl:d cull:'! from ~11 IIVt.!T the "RI.ct! robin brown It 131-3'" or
 
F.:IL~t CVllHl and (hi f!'JT t\Jj Michi~an. _Owlmlngt.pnnlll.com
 

about an acro or lo.nd with 
th. IIlnIcturo. 

• The buildiq could be 
oold for $1. 

In o.ny CMO, th<o new owner 
would P'\Y .... the CouncWion, 
lite-proparahOll aod oecurity 
after the builcIinll_ 

That ",I........ from lUI'
 
potions by the CllUDty'l Hie
torie Review Board. Earliei', 
Del.OOT's Ii.naJ l,lptiOftlf were 
ruin, or oft"";"g Tweed's fur 
uJvap. 

BOllrd ,..om hero, ap· 
pointed ti .dvoeate for 
~otWain the public in
-... bollIod whon DelIXYl' 
initially applied jor II county 
d.Dolitioqpermi~ 

"TA~-Bli 

n.MI.-............L~ 

~r-n.on.._af~1la8IIl_ DaI. 71n .........._....--or......T1lo 1711 ..........•.......
 
In ...... 01 roed _.'.UiUlI" on o.L 7. 

http:1711..........�
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lIard work reaps rewards 
Preservation advocates honored by the Historic Review Board ofNew Castle County 

~4'~l ~~~~~ls ~~~~~~~~~~o.,~~~~~=~~!ic.bUi~~in~
 
~~ •," I ror lmpl1"em' nt.> to th,' busy t, "ught hIS sons NIck. 14. and .. .
 
.... J!Ifiij""r- Bugs ,y; irlt'd in rna ... sive int('-rst'Ctton. Fl lukie. 11. to w3tcb the move . . 'f,Wo hours and s~ mm

spotlighl~ as a haulin~ crew Pre~r\'atl,m Otol,1\nH' Inc. b'.:11 If it \o:,,'as past bedtime. ~ M~en said at 4.06 a.m.
 
. ~ I m0\'ed tile historic.: "',1, (>1'U'5 and tht> n~wly flJrmeri "You don't see thi:, eyf':ry ctay.,. Not bad.
 

(~ l Tavern IIp LimP:'ton~' RO~'t(1 in Hockt~.sin Hl.sloric·,l ~~'\'leIY h, ~;lid. The nonprofit groups ex
.' \. 

"I 

HUI'k,':-.ein til ~arety heforC' plan to 1'l,<:t()I'T.' thto bj.Jll~m~tJn OelDOT's Micha€'l Hahn. pecttherestorationtotaketwo 
,~ ~ ct~l"nSun<1:1): rhC'm.:owlln···.lfl"'esitP. \·.110 has bt>ec iIwulved in try. years. Tax-deductible dona. 

i$ "YOll'!'" .~t'cin~ hiql'ry WdJma.l,;ln<1ht'rhl1:,b,lnd. i i!:'I'fUldJnewov.'TIerfortbe tlons,rna.rkedfor1'wPed·s'l"av. 
C\j .. r 1 '; mo\'(o' rl~ht in fr'Jnt of ",'''ur nurkv. joiopd a smaJl crowd !'.:ern, :-;alrl the building and ern. may be sent to Preserva

t .~,~1 c· ~:- A -9~1 I've:"," :-.dl1 Fllt'tl1 ' WclLrn:,n l)r tM! \';'atch~ .\.1vanrt-d. House ':-ams _. \\"igh~g a total of tion Delaware, 1405 Greenhill
I H.......kp!'jjn "Irs wnndp.rfnl Mew('!";; Gf Milum H(llly. N.J., . tons _.. will Sit at the ne~ Ave.. WUmington,DE 19fK)6.
 

~ I fh~lt lh~y'n: ~a\·i.ng it:· m;HlCUVE>f lh~ building up on 11~ until fuundation work )~
 The~.IcunJ~SUSANL GR!GG 

. _ .--1 Tht' U1l i l..:~ Ing had (Q b.... bt'aIn..'- ann wht'..:'J:, to ib l)t'W' . 11Olplt~I(-rl by thp n(>w own~rs. ._.- _ III _1111 or TW¥d'a T""em ... built -' Ume.tone Ind 
· ........~.,.,I.t\. .111.11 mn\'~:d from it" ~*~ t)f more lot - jwa l)nl'·fJfttf tlf <t mile ·'That was Y(lrr smooth.... ,"wA n, • 11_ V~ roada In Hocl<ealn In 17911. , 

• 
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By ROBIN BROWN 
Bear Bureau reporter 

On the eve of today's Day 
in Old New Castle, preserva
tion advocates honored the 
city for renovating a former 
trolley barn to house Its main
tenance operation. 

Reuse of the 1890s build
ing, once the Witco chemical 
plant, Friday won one of 12 
prestigious awards from the 
Historic Review Board of 
New Castle Count)( 

The project was completed 
with the help of city adminis
trator Bob Martin. 

''All the credit goes to Bob," 
City Council President 
Willlam Blest said_ 

The awards presented at 
historic Greenbank Mill re
flect a wide range of projects. 

Prominent preservation
ists Sidney S. Craven and Ba
yard Marin won awards for 
decades of work, from preser
vation efforts to organizing 
citizen groups. 

"Preservation is about 
quality of life," Marin said_ 
"We need to help more devel
opers understand that It 
makes good fmanclal sense." 

A bridge, a community 
hall, a gas station, a church, a 
theater, a teacher's lesson 
plan received recognition. 

A developer's attorney and 
a pair of Delawareans dedi
cated to the preservation 
movement were among the 
honorees. 

"We celebrate your dedica
tion and success," said John 
H. Shields Jr., board chair
man appointed to act in the 
public interest in preserva
tion issues. 

An emotional favorite in 
the winners' circle: Joe and 
Tony's Gulf Service on 
Philadelphia Pike in Clay
monl 

"We are delighted to recog
nize this superb example of 
commercial archaeology," 
presenter Frank McKelvey 
said ..... Improvements over 
the years have always been 

made with the preservation of 
the original character of the 
building uppermost" 

Michael DeConstanza, who 
owns and runs the station 
with his brother John and 
wife, Shirley, said Gulf Co. 
just notified them that the sta
tion is the nation's longest 
continually operating Gulf 
station. 

"That building's been good 
to us," he saId. "We think we 
owe It something." 

Other honorees: 
• Colonial School District 

teacher Terri Hanson, who re
ceived her award for a lesson 
plan about the county-{)wned 
Bechtel House, developed 
when she was a student 
teacher at Talley Middle 
School 

Classes included architec
ture, construction, research, 
analysis and study of the 
house and site. 

• Attorney Daniel P. John
son, who honored for his wont 
representing Pulte Homes. He 

worked for months with the 
developer and the Historic Re
view Board to spare the 
Whiteman House In Pike 
Creek. He also was honored 
for crafting voluntary preser
vation restrictions on the 
land's deed, which now are 
used as a model 

• Dawn, Thomas and 
Edith Lamb, who were hon
ored for saving Overlook 
Colony's 1920s school and 
civic hall on Commonwealth 
Avenue in Claymont. It now 
houses five apartments and 
three shops. including Dawn 
Lamb's "Lamb's Loft" resale 
store. 

• Nonprofit Associated 
Community Talents Inc. was 
honored. The nonprofit 
bought Middletown's Everett 
Theater and has been restor
ing n. The award acknowl
edged "the work of all who 
have contributed to this im
POrtant project." 

• Hunter Research Inc. 
won for archaeological work 

Sidney S. 
CI'lIV8n, one of 
the advocates 
who received a 
preHrvatlon 
lWard from the 
H1.rorlc 
RevlawBoard 
of New Castle 
County, 
obMrvnthe 
water wheel 
during I tour 
of the 
GrwnbankMIlI 
Friday. Cl'lIVeI1 
_honored 
forhltl 
decadee of 
won. from 
p.....fVlItion 
.rtoNto 
organizing 
citizen groups. 

at Tweed's Tavern near 
Hockessin. The group spared 
the 1700s log tavern from raz
ing. 

• University of Delaware 
won for renovating and 
reusing the 1843 Saint 
Thomas Episcopal Church as 
a concert and lecture hall 

• The Delaware Depart
ment of Transportation and 
individuals were honored for 
restoring Wilmington's Van 
Buren Street Bridge. DelDOT 
was praised for listening to 
those who pressed for its 
restoration, not replacemenl 

• The Wilmington Water
front Corp. was honored for 
preserving old Dravo Ship
yard cranes. 

McKeI....ey called the cranes 
"gangly, rusting giants [that) 
were compelling reminders of 
the men and women of Dravo 
who fought World War nfrom 
WIlmington's waterfronl" 
~ 10111. bra. lit 131-3,", • 
rWwe@w11ml•.~._ 

IU' - --u.-- .. _------- - .-. 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'S LOG TAVERN 

Plate A.6. Foundation after tavern removed (Photographer: Michael Murphy, June 
2000)[HRI Neg. #0006/3:8). 
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HUNTER RESEARCH, INC. 

Plate A.7. Tavern on blocks (Photographer: Michael Murphy, June 2000)[HRI Neg. 
#0006/3: 17). 
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY, HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE OF JOHN TWEED'S LOG TAVERN 

Plate A.8. Tavern at new location on Limestone Road (Photographer: Michael Murphy, 
June 2000)[HRI Neg. #0006/4:23). 
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Latest finds renew 
hope that IDofe 
historic itemSwill 
be uncovere4-~ 

IIyRO.III~ 
Bear Bureau reporter 

A1'cbaeo1ogists dug Tuesday 
around a hole in the ground 
where Tweed's Tavern stood for 
two.centuries. , 

Movers hauled the 200-year
old tavern SUndaY from IJme
stone and Valley roads to a 
nearby lot because it was in the 
path of roadworlt. . 

"This is the tiDal cl1eckout, to 
see if there is any more infor
mation we can get out of the 
site." said Ian ~ an owner 
of Hunter Research Ii:1c., hired 
by the Delaware Department of 
Transportation.

'1'cl<lQ the arcbaeology team 
will continue digging and heavy 
equipmeirt wID scoop fieldstone 
from the inn's original, founda
tion. according to Bill Stewart. 
state construction su~r 
OIl the Del. 7 project. The staDe 
will be taken to the new site, 
eight-tenths of anacreOWnedby 
DelDOT about 350 yards north. 

Preservation Delaware Inc. 
and HockesSin Historical Soci
ety - which plan to restore the 
bailding as a musewn and local 
history center'-will use the old 
stone, per}uq)s in walls at the 
new site. 

The state authorized addi
tional digging this week after 
Sunday's predawn building 
DlO98 produced a few more arti
facts, including two bottles and 
aborseshoe

DelDOT's Michael Hahn said 
those finds hinted that more 
might be found around the 0ld
est part of the building. Built 
about 1'196. the oldestpart c:L the 
bailding is a rare, two-5tory log 
houseof about 1,000 square feet, 
built of band-hewn hardwood 
with V-notChed corners. 

"Whilelogbuil~swere 
once very common in this re

. " said Susan Siemionko of 
r:n-Hockessin HistOrical Soci
~ "Tweed's Tawrn'is-Si-gnifl
cant due to the rarity of e:D1D
ples of this early and ephemeral
form of constructioD... , 

Tweed's was a lodge - with a 
detached kitchen and stable 
mainly for people hauling grain 
by covell!d wagon from Pennsyl

".-~... 
HunIIr ~...~g1'" VIvWn rnubIIz (Wl) 01 Bucb County, PL, Ind 1IJc:MIIIIIwphy, 
of PhI.......cIg,-..., .. L..IIIlatone Ind v.aer rueda, tanner de ofT......T..-n. 

vania to the Delaware and 
Christina rivers to be sold orshipped. , 

Later owners who used the 
building as a home added to the 
house and coated it with stucco. 

The f"Irst floor of the log 
structure was modifted heavily 
during the additions. "It bas 
been ~ much chopped up," 
Hahn said. adding that the sec
ond f1ool" c:L the log section is in 
good condition. , ' 

The historic preservation 
groups that are working on the 
-project with the Delaware State 
Historic Preservation Oft'lce, 
Sen. Liane M. Sorenson and 
Rep. Joseph E. Mira. still must 
giftDeIDOT $1 befOre the house 
is transferred tcftlieir- owner
ShiP.- The price of the new site 
will be set after an appraisal. , ' 

-, The state got nearly three 
dozen inquirlestrom potential 
new owners for thebuDding. Ap
plicants, including somefe
sponding to DeIDOT's natitmaJ 
advertising of the building's 
availability, wanted to use 
Tweed's as an <dice, restam-ant 
and salvage source. . 

Preservation activists, in
cluding members of the His
toriC Review Board cI New cas
tle County, have praised how 
DelOOT bandIed the building, 
once its extensive history was 
researched. In addition to pro
viding the new site, DeIDOT put 
top priority on finding a non
profit group to reuse Tweed's 
Tavern in the public interest 
and paid for the inn'smove. 

. The restoration is. expected 
to take about two years and a 
JWQor fund-raising campaign 

The highway ~pl'ovements 

wID be completed in earty 1n02. 
Archaeologists fo~d his

toric pickings slim Monday
compared with earlier f"mds 
such as a two-prong forlt with a 
bane lumd1e, a girt's dress and a 
tin toy teapot.. "And there was a 
mummified' rat in the wall," 
a.rchaeo1oglst SUeFerenbach of
Odessa said . ' 

The latest finds include f0un
dation stones, nails, porcelain 
andpotbn 

A bit of a blue-and-white 
saucer was of interest to Feren
bach: "I've beeIi assembling bits 
cI the saucer that we found ear
lier and this is one cI the miss
ingpit!ces." , . 

Archaeologist Michael Mur
phy .of Philadelphia said the 

decal pattern on the piece dati 
it as far back as the late 1700 
"After the War cI 18l2, it reaD 
came in an alnmdanoe after ~ 

t:\:ned our trade with EllI 
" be said. 
~ ............ .t l1l-I1. I 
.1lI ss••r •ar. r_ 

HOW TO HELP 

Tax-deduetlJle donations for 
the Tweed's Tavern restoration 
may be sent to Preservation 
Delaware Inc., 1405 Greenhill 
Ave., Wilmington 19806. ChecIcs 
should be made payabte to the 
project. For more information. 
cal 651-9617. 
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1\veed's may be state's first brewery
 
Owners made stout in the tavern's cellar 
in 1790s, preservationists discover 
~_..
B.ar BUrHU ~rtM HOW TO HELP
 

Developlnl ..storatlon
 Tax-illJdudlble doilIIIons l&
plans to ma1t.e !be b1ItorIc 18th WIld mtondIon 01 TWlllllI'J Tw
century Tweed'. Tavern a emllllYblsenlto~
showpiece now Include what Delaware Inc., 1405 GmnhHI
could be the stale'e lint brew

""". WImInglon 19808. CheclcIe\1I should be merked lor the ExperlB !\'om ~rval1on Tweed'll T-.. pnJjec:lDeIaware Inc. lIlQ' resesrchen 

~=2"'m:=:::~~ Ll'OlId-:-ImpI:,----.o-vemeu---,la.--,--'-~---J 
17908, III8de stnulln their cellar The nonproOt ~lioIl 
brewlll1lAnd It's part m!be..... group aIId tlooa.bo HlIlorlcal 
Ilion's h.\Btory they plan to ft- Soclety,lormed to bslp ..". 

fs~~~~.=m~ ~"::•.=.~= 
cenler. 

"We believe II', one. rJl the 
oldeot, If not lbe oldest, brew
ery In the state," said John H. 
~l~!..Jandr.o~~~f~2:."~I!be0n 
~,._~ ................ '" 
IIIslorIc Review Boerd or New 
C••Ue County_ "It may be 
Delawsre's orlllnaJ micro-
brewery"

In June, Tweed's, around 
wblch later owners bullt a 
more modern house, was 
moved a llfIh-mIIe norlh or III 
original sile at LImestone and 
Valley roads, to make way for 

11011. and fund·ral.lnl for 
restoration, IlI)l8Cted 10 coot 
about S4Q0,ooo. 

The dark, rlm stnullll8de In 
the tavern's cellar wIth local 
IIralh w.. °a slaple of their 
dIet," HockesoJn.aAa hIstorlan 
JoeLakesald 

The eventual" restoration 
will feature no opportunities
for Colonlal-elyle RUD1JnR or 
stollt. Bnt of1llUl.\len euch .. 
Lake bope lntarpratlnl the 
brewe<y wIll1lelp people uncIer'
stand the era and Inn. wbere
RrR1n farmers drIv1nR __ 

bunImd beIbre !belr nm dlr,y'a
rlde to !be port u CbrIatIana. 

"It'. !be lint thIDa "'" _ 
wbeII "'" ~ IDto DiInueIhJm PIlanIyIvanla, 10 _ hope 
It will be a .bowplece, a WIll
come ceulI!I" to our amllDd I1a 
hilton " said Rep. Joeeph 1':. 
MIro, It-FuxfIra. '"!'weed'. TaY
ern Is ~ Impcr1llDt IDd hal 
brolllht Olu community tl>
plhec" 

MIrO and Sen. Liane M. 
Som1aoD. R-HocIIMeIn, cham
pioned !be eI!llI1 to II! a lIlale 
n.t Century FwId match1nI 
gnmtm.,ooo. 

Costs already are ·bllher 
than ezpected, ~ 

ShleIda sald ~ prot>.
1emB 00mpIIallIid ~ inBIId
lat1oa. which ... expected to 
.~,ooo to ~,ooo bllt COB! 

The land wu appralleol at 
$30,000, said MIchael Hahn of 
!be DeperlmeDt m'I'r8nBpol1a
lion. 

A crowd watched the 
prsdBwn m<mI In JIme, when 
the lawrn WlIIl hauled a Oftb. 
mile norlh to a De1DOT lot m 
t-.iy an acnL 

"Y0Il're -!nilh\alorJ' t1IOVI!l 
rllbt In Iront or your syes,
said nelghbcr EI1eeD Wellman. 
"It's wonderfW that the:r're 811V
Inglt." 

The new lot ba. been ap




